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Module organization

Subject Matter ECTS Subject ECTS

Beginning-of-Life Bioethics

Year/semester

Special issues in 

bioethics I

 12,00 Special Bioethics I  12,00 1/1

Recommended knowledge

Not needed

Learning outcomes

At the end of the course, the student must be able to prove that he/she has acquired the following 

learning outcomes:

R1 Students will be able to apply the knowledge acquired in this course through analysis and 

case studies to practical contexts, within the professional realm.

R2 Students will acquire scientific and technological knowledge related to beginning-of-life 

issues and research in bioethics.

R3 Students will acquire in-depth and systematic knowledge of Bioethics that will allow them to 

recognise ethical aspects that exist within their professional context.

R4 Students will know how to identify moral issues to be able to act as advisers on Bioethics 

committees.
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Competencies

Depending on the learning outcomes, the competencies to which the subject contributes are 

(please score from 1 to 4, being 4 the highest score):

BASIC Weighting

1 2 3 4

Possess knowledge and understanding of content that will ensure a 

sound basis or opportunity for original thinking in the development 

and/or application of ideas in a research context.

CB6 x

Know how to apply acquired knowledge and problem-solving skills to 

new or unfamiliar settings within a wider (or multidisciplinary) context 

related to their field of study.

CB7 x

Be able to integrate different areas of knowledge and apply them to 

the complex task of formulating opinions based on incomplete or 

limited information; applying said knowledge and opinions to reflect 

upon social and ethical responsibilities.

CB8 x

Be able to convey their conclusions, knowledge and the reasons 

which support them to specialist and non-specialist audiences 

clearly and unambiguously.

CB9 x

Possess the learning skills that will allow them to continue their 

studies in a manner that is largely self-directed or autonomous.

CB10 x

GENERAL Weighting

1 2 3 4

Acquire advanced knowledge and demonstrate detailed and 

well-reasoned understanding of theoretical and practical aspects in 

a scientific and technological research-based or highly-specialized 

context.

G1 x

Know how to apply and integrate knowledge and understanding of 

the topic, its scientific basis and related problem-solving skills to 

new contexts and professional situations which pose ethical issues 

that are related to human life.

G2 x
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Know how to assess and select appropriate scientific theories and 

specific methodologies, and apply them to the formulation of 

opinions based on incomplete or limited information and reflect upon 

social or ethical responsibility associated to the solution proposed in 

each case when necessary or pertinent.

G3 x

Know how to clearly and unambiguously communicate to a specialist 

or non-specialist audience the results of scientific and technological 

research or information from the field of advanced innovation, as well 

as their main underlying theories.

G4 x

Develop a sufficient level of autonomy to be able to participate in 

research projects and scientific and technological collaborative work 

within a context that fosters a respect for human life.

G5 x

SPECIFIC Weighting

1 2 3 4

Develop the skills needed to analyse ethical issues related tohuman 

life.

E2 x

Resolve issues that arise within a professional context through the 

examination ofpractical case studies in the field of Bioethics.

E3 x

Propose creative solutions adapted to the specific characteristics of 

each case.

E4 x

Analyse any given topic with scientific rigour whilst bearing in mind 

the human factor.

E5 x

Acquire the skills needed to convey theirknowledge of bioethics in 

an accessible manner.

E6 x

Prepare a coherent oral text in the field of Bioethics.E7 x

Make themselves understood to an audience that does nothave 

specialist knowledge in Bioethics.

E8 x

Clearly convey information related toinformed consent to patients 

and/or their family.

E9 x

Apply knowledge acquired in the course to bibliographic research 

online related to topics in bioethics.

E10 x

Prioritise proximity with the patient and family.E11 x

Understand the specific needs of each medical case.E12 x
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Apply knowledge acquired in the clinical practicum andHealthcare 

Bioethics Committees in particular.

E13 x

Handle possible conflicts that arise in thefield of Bioethics.E14 x

Assist in the resolution of issues in Bioethics throughteamwork.E15 x

Evaluate the limitations of scientific advances.E16 x

Provide opinions based on relevant criteria, external standards 

andpersonal opinions.

E20 x

Distinguish between what is ethical and what is legal.E24 x

Prioritise dignity of patients in healthcare.E27 x

Assessment system for the acquisition of competencies and grading 

system

Assessed learning outcomes Granted 

percentage

Assessment method

Attendance and participation in in-person classes 

and connection to the learning platform.

 R1, R2, R3, R4 30,00%

Completion of deliverable activities R1, R2, R3, R4 30,00%

Final evaluation R1, R2, R3, R4 40,00%

Observations
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MENTION OF DISTINCTION:

In accordance with the regulations governing the assessment and grading of subjects in force at 

UCV, the distinction of "Matrícula de Honor" (Honours with Distinction) may be awarded to students 

who have achieved a grade of 9.0 or higher. The number of "Matrículas de Honor" (Honours with 

Distinction) may not exceed five percent of the students enrolled in the group for the corresponding 

academic year, unless the number of enrolled students is fewer than 20, in which case a single 

"Matrícula de Honor" (Honours with Distinction) may be awarded. Exceptionally, these distinctions 

may be assigned globally across different groups of the same subject . Nevertheless, the total number 

of distinctions awarded will be the same as if they were assigned by group, but they may be 

distributed among all students based on a common criterion, regardless of the group to which they 

belong. The criteria for awarding "Matrícula de Honor" (Honours with Distinction) will be determined 

according to the guidelines stipulated by the professor responsible for the course, as detailed in the 

"Observations" section of the evaluation system in the course guide. 

M1 Presentation of content by professors, analysis of competencies, explanation and 

demonstration of students' skills and knowledge in the classroom and/or virtual 

classroom.

M2 Group work sessions supervised by the professor, case studies.  Meaningful 

consolidation of knowledge through student interaction and activities.

M3 Students will receive personalised attention, in person, via learning platform and in small 

groups.  Instruction and/or orientation period provided by professor in order to revise and 

discuss materials and topics presented in class.

M9 All the oral and/or written exams that are part of the basic evaluation scheme or 

additional work provided by student.

M10 Student work: Individual reading, preparation of essays, assignments, reports, and 

problem-solving opportunities etc. for presentation or submission during in-person 

lectures and/or small group tutorials. Work carried out on UCV platform.

M11 Participation in course blog and chat forums supervised by the professor responsible for 

the module. https://campusvirtual.ucv.es/

The following methodologies will be used so that the students can achieve the learning outcomes of 

the subject:

Learning activities
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SYNCHRONOUS LEARNING ACTIVITIES

LEARNING OUTCOMES HOURS ECTS

ON-LINE LEARNING

 R1, R2, R3, R4  0,48PRACTICAL SESSIONS
M2

 12,00

 R1, R2, R3, R4  1,76IN-PERSON SESSIONS
M1

 44,00

 R1, R2, R3, R4  0,04EVALUATION
M9

 1,00

 R1, R2, R3, R4  0,12TUTORIAL
M3

 3,00

 60,00  2,40TOTAL

ASYNCHRONOUS LEARNING ACTIVITIES

LEARNING OUTCOMES HOURS ECTS

 R1, R2, R3, R4  2,40

LEARNING PLATFORM
M11

 60,00

 R1, R2, R3, R4  7,20INDIVIDUAL WORK
M10

 180,00

 240,00  9,60TOTAL
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Description of the contents

Theoretical contents:

Content block Contents

Description of the necessary contents to acquire the learning outcomes.

SPECIAL ISSUES IN BIOETHICS I Biological status of the human embryo

Philosophical, anthropological and legal status of the human 

embryo

Reproduction and human fertility. Techniques for their 

regulation

Emergency contraception

Cloning and stem cells. Cell therapy

Human-animal hybridization. Creation of bioartificial organs

Surgical abortion: biomedical, bioethical and sociological 

aspects.

Chemical abortion, the RU-486 abortion pill

Assisted reproduction: medical and bioethical aspects

Frozen embryos. Umbilical cord blood banks.

Saviour siblings and designer babies

Surrogacy

Social freezing

Prenatal diagnosis and preimplantation diagnosis. Embryo 

selection

Maternal-foetal medicine

Ethics in paediatric practice

Sex, gender and sexual identity: anthropological and 

biomedical aspects
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Temporary organization of learning:

Block of content Number of sessions Hours

SPECIAL ISSUES IN BIOETHICS I  30,00  60,00
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